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LETTER  V. 


TO 


ROBERT  D  I  N  G  L  E  Y,  Efq. 


SIR, 


IT  is  with  great  pleafure  I  fee  revived*  the  fubjed  which  you  recom¬ 
mended  to  me,  foon  after  my  arrival  in  England,  in  175T.  Whe¬ 
ther  it  arofe  from  a  diffidence,  that  my  pen  was  not  equal  to  it, 
or  that  the  undertaking  was  of  too  delicate  a  nature  for  me,  I  am 
more  inclined  to  condemn  myfelf  for  the  omiffion,  than  to  plead  any  cx- 

A  2  cufe. 

*  Whoever  has  long  atted  as  a  magiftrate  in  this  metropolis,  muft  have  obferved,  that  the  body 
-of  the  negledted  fons  of  the  poor,  gaming  in  public  houfes,  and  the  very  low  bawdy  houfes  are 
the  conftant  fountains  that  furnifh  the  courts  of  juftice  with  offenders,  and  the  place  of  execution 
with  vi&ims. 

Enough  has  been  faid  of  the  former  of  thefe,  and  the  evil  being  confiderably  leflened,  the  lat¬ 
ter  is  propofed  to  be  the  fubjedt  of  what  follows ;  as  it  feems  to  be  as  material  an  objedt  of  the 
police  as  any  whatever ;  for,  in  thefe  brothels,  the  apprentice  and  journeyman  firfi:  debauch  their 
morals,  and  are  foon  taught  to  change  their  fidelity  and  integrity  for  fraud  and  felony ;  here  the 
tradefman,  overcome  with  liquor,  is  decoyed  into  a  fnare,  injurious  to  his  property,  fatal  to  his 
conftitution,  deftrudtive  to  his  family,  and  which  frequently  puts  a  period  to  his  peace  of  mind. 

Re» 


/ 


cufe.  It  is  true,  a  n<i£effary  attention'  tor  jthe  (juries  of  private  life,  join¬ 
ed  to  thofe  of  fomc  public  concerns,  which  I  apprehended  to  be  more 
pra&icabie,  left  me  very  little  time  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  this  caufe, 

tho’  I  really  had  it  much  at  heart.  Thofe  that  mod  abound  in  riches  and 

3  O  T 


lcifure, 


Relieving  induftry  in  diftrefs,  preferving  the  deferted,  and  reforming  the  wicked  and  the  pe¬ 
nitent,  are  the  acceptable  employments,  the  favourite  and  advantageous  delights  of  thofe  minds, 
which, .  ire  '•  happy  enough  to  have  %  good  heart  for  their  prompter.  There  is  indeed  abundant 
reafon  to  believe,  that  thefe  pleafures  have  been  fulTy  enjoyed  by  thole -^ho  have  fu'bfcfibed  to¬ 
wards  cloathing  friendlefs  and  deferted  boys  to  go  to  fea.  And  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  general,  as  well  as  the  particular  obje&s  of  that  charity,  have  reaped  fome  advantages  from 
thofe  fubferiptions. 

And  I  lhall  now  beg  leave  to  prefent  to  the  public  a  body  of  fellow-creatureS,  equally  diftrefled 
with  thofe  who  have  been  the  obje&s  of  the  abovementioned  benevolence ;  and  which  may,  and 
will,  I  hope,  be  made  of  equal  ufe  to  their  country. 

The  prefervation  of  the  common  people,  in  all  Hates,  is  highly  deferving  attention ;  for, 
from  this  fountain,  your  manufa&ures,  fleets,  armies,  and  domcftic  fervants,  are  fupplied :  and 
in  country  villages  this  talk  is  eafy,  as  temptations  to  vice  are  more  rare,  and  moft  parilhes  employ 
their  inhabitants.  But  in  fuch  a  populous  city  as  is  the  metropolis  of  this  kingdom,  numbers 
of  penons  may  be  idle,  numbers  of  children  may  be  deferted  wljo  are  capable  of  employment, 
without  ever  being  perceived  by  the  public,  till  their  crimes  have  made  them  the  unhappy  objedts 
of  public  jurtice. 

•  %'  |  .  ' ,  .  ^  y  r  t  ■  ■  4  .  ’•  ,  t  .  •  •< 

’  '  *  l  .  ,  ^  ...  -  .  *.  .  ^  2 

For  the  truth  of  which  alfertion  I  refer  to  the  Sefiions-paper  and  kalendars  for  the  years  1755, 
and  1 7’5  6,  when  gangs  of  friendlefs  boys,  from  14  to  18  years  of  age,  were  tranfported,  indeed,  I 
may  fay  by  wholefale,  for  picking  of  pockets  and  pilfering  from  Ihops. 

And  as  thefe  deferted  boys  were  thieves  from  neceflity,  their  fillers  are  whores  from  the  fame 
caufe ;  and,  having  the  fame  education  with  their  wretched  brothers,  generally  join  the  thief  to 
the  proftitute. 

This  brings  me  to  that  completely  wretched,  dirtempered,  deferted,  pitiable  body  of  whom  I 

. 

mean  to  fpeak ;  whofe  fuflferings  have  fo  often  made  my  heart  ac’n,  and  whofe  prefervation  I 
now  fo  ardently  wifh  to  accomplilh.  And  indeed  I  think,  I  have  great  reafon  to  indulge  thefe 
my  wilhes,  as  1  flatter  myfelf  I  have  hit  upon  a  plan  that  will  as  effectually  preferve  thefe  defert¬ 
ed  girls  from  infamy  and  diltrefs,  and  make  them  happy  in  themfelves  and  ufeful  fubjedts  at 
home,  as  that  which  has  preferved  fo  many  of  their  brothers,  and  made  them  ufeful  abroad. 


kifurc,  ought  to  intetefl  thetnfelves  mod  in  it.  But,  whether  fortune 
fmiles  or  frowns  5  whether  we  are  bleft  with  eafe  and  leifure,  or  haraf- 
fed  in  the  drudgery  of  the  world,  it  may  be  expe&ed  that  fuch  a  defiga 

will 

•  »  * .  •  r  . 

' 

Bur  before  I  fpeak  of  ray  plan  I  will  endeavour  to  ffiew  from  what  fountain  it  is,  our  low  and 
infamous  bawdy-houfes,  which  furnifh  our  flreets  with  thieving,  diftempered  proflitutes,  are  fup* 
plied. 

Infinite  are  the  numbers  of  chairmen,  porters,  labourers,-  and.  drunken  mechanics  in-  this 
town,  whofe  families  are  generally  too  large  to  receive  even  maintenance,  much  lefs  education 
from  the  labour  of  their  parents ;  and  the  lives  of  their  fathers  being  often  fhortened  by  their  in¬ 
temperance,  a  mother  is  left  with  many  helplefs  children,  to  be  fupplied  by  her  induftry;  whofe 
refource  for  maintenance  is  either  the  walh-tub,  green-flail,  or  barrow.  What  mull  then  become 
of  the  daughters  of  fuch  women,  where  poverty  and  illiteratenefs  confpire  to  expofe  them  to  eve¬ 
ry  temptation  ?  and  they  often  become  proflitutes  from  neceffity,  even  before  their  paflions  caji 

have  any  fhare  in  their  guilt. 

«  * 

And  as  beauty  is  not  the  particular  lot  of  the  rich  more  than  the  poor,  many  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  girls  have  often  great  advantages  of  perfon ;  and  whoever  will  look  amongfl  them  will  fre¬ 
quently  fee  the  fweetefl  features  difguifed  by  filth  and  dirt. 

These  are  the  girls  that  the  bawds  clean  and  cloathe  for  their  wicked  purpofes.  And  this  is 
done  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  on  a  fearch  night  when  the  conftables  have  taken  up  near  forty  pro¬ 
flitutes,  it  has  appeared  on  their  examination  that  the  major  part  of  them  have  been  of  this  kind, 
under  the  age  of  eighteen,  many  not  more  than  twelve,  and  thofe,  though  fo  young,  half  eat  up 
with  the  foul  diflemper. 

Who  can  fay  that  one  of  thefe  poor  children  had  been  proflitutes  through  vicioufnefs  i  No. 
They  are  young,  unprotected,  and  of  the  female  fex  j  therefore  become  the  prey  of  the  bawd  and 
debauchee. 

Here  I  cannot  help  mentioning  a  misfortune ;  nay,  I  may  fay,  a  cruelty,  that  often  happens 
to  thefe  deferted  children,  and  I  believe  the  offenders  as  often  go  unpunifhed ;  for  the  maternal 
tendernefs  of  their  mothers  is  either  flarved  by  their  necefiities,  or  drowned  in  gin ;  and,  for  a 
trifle,  they  conceal  and  forgive  an  offence  which  our  l-aws  have  made  capital.  And  1  have  fometimes 
feen  mothers,  but  indeed  they  ill  deferve  that  name,  who  have  trepanned  their  children  into  baw- 
dy-houfes,  and  fhared  with  the  bawd  the  gain  of  their  own  infant’s  proftitutions.  And  fcarce  a 
feflions  paffes  without  indictments  being  found  againft  porters,  and  fuch  low  fort  of  men,  for  ra- 
vifhing  the  infants  of  the  poor.  But,  as  I  faid  before,  I  am  afraid  more  of  thefe  offences  are  con¬ 
cealed  from  the  magiftrate  than  are  brought  to  light.  Who  can  behold  this  havock  on  youth 
.and  innocence,  and  not  be  fhock’d  with  their  pitiable  cafe  ?  and  who  can  feel  for  them  without 

being 


will  be  fooneft  carried  into  execution,  by  thofe  who  are  rich  in  zeal,  and 
will  exert  their  fkiil  and  induftry. 


Few  men  have  the  welfare  of  their  country  more  at  heart  than  your- 
felf  5  and  few  are  better  qualified  to  contrive  the  proper  means  of  exe¬ 
cuting  a  plan  of  fuch  importance.  I  hope  it  will  pleafe  heaven  to  fa« 
vor  the  defign. 

There  are  many  well  meaning  people  in  the  world,  who  cannot  di¬ 
ved  themfelves  of  certain  prejudices,  which  they  are  led  into  by  miftaken 
notions  of  piety  and  policy,  fo  as  to  become  at  length  irreligious  and 
inhuman.  Whatever  feverities  fome  private  men  may  think  necefiary,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rules  of  what  is  commonly  called  prudence,  thofe  who 

beftow 

being  warmed  with  a  defire  of  affording  them  protection,  and  refeuing  thefe  helplefs  lambs  from 
the  hungry  jaws  of  fuch  ravenous  wolves  ? 

To  preferve  thefe  obje&s,  and  to  reform  others,  who  having  been  decoyed  into  vice,  and  from 
the  miferies  they  fuffer,  are  defirous  to  withdraw  from  that  dreadful  flate,  is  my  principal  view 
in  what  I  fhall  hereafter  propofe ;  though  I  am  perfuaded,  if  I  can  fucceed  in  the  former,  there 
will  be  at  leafl  fewer  to  repent ;  for  evils  of  all  kinds  in  public  focieties  are  only  to  be  cured  by 
being  prevented :  remove  the  caufe,  and  the  effeCt  muft  ceafe.  The  fkilful  furgeon,  indeed 
when  applied  to  too  late,  finds  amputation  of  a  limb  abfolutely  neceffary  to  preferve  the  whole  bo¬ 
dy  ;  which  very  limb  might  itfelf  have  been  preferved,  had  the  fame  fkiil  been  earlier  applied  : 
and  Venienti  occurite  tnorbo,  is  as  good  a  maxim  in  politics  as  in  phyfic. 

The  only  difficulty  I  fee  in  putting  this  plan  in  execution,  is,  the  firfb  expence;  for,  I  hope, 
in  a  very  few  years  it  will  not  only  fupport  itfelf,  but  prove  a  conftant  nurfery  for  a  body  of 
nfeful  domeftics,  much  wanted  in  this  town. 

And  as  the  evil  it  propofes  to  remedy,  is  grown  to  a  mofl  obnoxious  height,  and  the  wretches 
that  occafion  it  are  the  objects  of  univerfal  compaffion,  I  doubt  not,  but  it  will  receive  an  encou^ 
ragement  proportionable  to  the  public’s  opinion  of  its  utility ;  nor  do  I  fear,  but  that  in  thefe  my 
endeavours,  I  fnall  be  honoured  with  the  kind  attention,  the  friendly  approbation,  and  the  ge¬ 
nerous  afiiflance  of  the  ladies,  whofe  tender  feelings  will  give  them  a  much  jufter  idea  of  the 
fufferings  of  thefe  poor  creatures  than  any  thing  the  warmeft  imagination  can  fuggefi: ;  for  really 
fome  of  their  cafes,  as  Shakefpeare  fays,  beggar  all  defeription. 

Introduction  to  Mr.  Fielding  s  Plan  for  preferring  defer  ted  Girls, 
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beftow  a  moment’s  thought  on  the  attributes  of  the  Deity,  muft  confefs 
that  his  mercy  is  infinite,  as  well  as  his  juftice  >  and  if  it  were  not  fo,  on 
what  foundation  could  we  build  our  hopes  of  future  happinefs  ? 

Indeed,  I  do  mod  heartily  deplore  the  evil,  and  will  readily  contri¬ 
bute  my  mite  towards  the  removal  of  it.  In  the  mean  while,  I  will 
plead  the  caufe  of  the  diftrefifed,  and  endevor  to  retain  more  able  advo¬ 
cates. 

The  recommendation  of  fobriety,  with  a  view  to  preferve  health  and 
lengthen  life,  and  to  give  our  feamen  J  a  relifh  for  domedic  happinefs,  is 
clofely  conne&ed  with  that  condition,  which  gives  the  bed  fecurity  of  our 
fidelity  to  the  (late,  in  war  as  well  as  in  peace.  The  man  who  is  rewarded 
for  doing  well,  and  punifhed  for  doing  ill,  will  not  fight  the  worfe  for 
having  a  wife  and  children.  On  the  contrary,  thefe  are  flronger  motives 
to  bravery ;  and  if  he,  on  the  day  of  battle,  thinks  of  any  thing  more  than 
beating  his  enemy,  it  will  be  to  preferve  his  family ,  to  whom  that  ene¬ 
my  cannot  mean  any  good.  We  have  known  two  or  three  inflances  of 
men  who  pleaded  the  love  of  their  wives  in  cxcufe  for  their  cowardice: 
would  not  thefe  have  been  cowards,  had  they  been  unmarried  ?  And  how 
many  indances  are  there,  of  the  befl  husbands  proving  the  braved  men  : 
of  which  we  have  lately  feen  one  in  a  fea  officer  *  who  has  greatly  di- 
(linguiffied  himfelf.  He  who  is  an  honed  man,  will  difeharge  the  duties 
of  his  military  capacity,  as  well  as  thofe  of  any  other  relation.  And  it 
has  been  generally  obferved,  that  as  courage  is  one  of  the  properties 
which  women  chiefly  admire  in  men,  fo  the  mod  undaunted  in  time  of 
danger  have  ufually  been  mod  fufceptible  of  tender  paffions. 

Tuslic 

X  This  alludes  to  the  preceding  letter.  *  Capt.  Forrest. 
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Public  love  and  private  felicity  concur  to  one  common  end.  But  a 
luxurious  effeminacy,  and  a  temperance  which  becomes  a  foldier,  are  things 
as  diametrically  oppofite,  as  cowardice  and  virtue  j  and  there  is  no  fear 
that  thofe  will  fight  the  worfe,  who  are  not  enflaved  by  their  vicious  ha¬ 
bits. 

The  care  of  poor  and  friendlefs  girls, 

Such  as  have  not  yet  been  made  a  prey  to  debauchery ;  or  fuch  as  arc 
defirous  to  reform  their  diforderly  manner  of  life,  is  an  objeft  worthy  of 
the  mod  ferious  attention.  The  kind  of  habitation  necefiary  for  their 
reception  >  the  drift  watchfulnefs  which  will  be  necefiary  5  the  regulations 
to  be  made  j  and  the  difeipline  to  be  obferved,  require  more  than  a  tran- 
fient  confideration.  Every  thing  has  a  beginning:  if  wc  mean  to  ren¬ 
der  patriotifin  and  virtue,  national,  and  to  intcreft  heaven  in  our  favor,  we 
muff  enlarge  our  minds,  according  to  the  circumfiances  of  perfons  and 
things. 

It  is  one  of  the  misfortunes  under  which  we  labor  at  prefent,  that 
though  there  are  many  who  will  lend  alllfiance  to  cure  a  difeafe,  yet  there 
are  but  few  who  endevor  to  prevent  it.  The  reafon  is  plain ;  of  the  rich, 
the  number  of  fuch  as  are  idle  and  taught  from  their  infancy  to  mifpend 
time,  vaftly  exceeds  that  of  fuch  perfons,  who,  tho’  free  from  all  folici- 
tude  for  the  necefiary  appendages  of  life,  are  yet  convinced  that  they 
were  not  fent  here  to  trifle  away  their  days  in  filly  pomp,  or  vain  amufe- 

*  1 

ments.  What  a  voluminous  book  it  would  make,  were  every  faft  record¬ 
ed,  in  which  a  timely  relief  of  ten  pounds  would  probably  have  faved  a 
hundred ,  or  perhaps  a  thou  fund  j  or  where  proper  counfcl  and  a  fli  fiance, 
or  the  melodious  words  of  true  charity  might  have  foothed  a  heart  burft- 
ing  with  rage,  or  breaking  with  diftrefs  and  forrow. 
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When  the  generality  of  the  common  people  have  worn  off  a  fenfe  of 
fhame,  and  tho’  able  to  work,  arc  contented  to  eat  the  bread  of  idle- 
nefs,  we  mull  expcCt  to  fee  numberlefs  abufes  of  almofi:  every  kind  of 
charity.  In  the  mean  while  corruption  and  bad  examples  often  turn 
panders  to  excefs  and  luxury,  and  create  wants,  which  otherwife 
would  have  no  exiftence.  But  whilft  we  contemplate  the  evils  which 
have  made  fuch  inroads  upon  us,  we  mud  Hand  to  our  arms,  and  if 
poflible,  prevent  their  progrefs. 

- 1 

We  already  complain  of  the  want  of  inhabitants >  and  yet,  I  know  not 
by  what  modern  refinements,  in  which  neither  the  laws  of  God,  nor 

'  1  *■  *  \  .  ^  V  •  V  .  I,  4 

national  policy  have  any  fhare,  we  fay,  the  foldier  [hould  not  marry,  that 

*  -  . ‘  . ...  :i  ...... 

he  may  be  the  more  ready  to  go  to' war-,  and  barracks,  which,  without 
all  doubt,  are  well  calculated  to  eftablifh  difeipiine,  and  make  good  fol- 
diers,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  hardly  be  productive  of  matrimony. 

“  \\\ ’ ,  *  ^  \ «  i  .  *  *  €  • i - 

“  '  '  i  •'  •••U.i  .  .,:i  i.i  ■ 

I  x  .  J  f  *  *  f  »  I  •>  •  f,  ,  # 

Again,  we  fay,  the  failor  will  be  nothing  bat  a  failor ,  and  it  will 
be  in  vain  to  encourage  him  to  fpend  any  part  of  his  time  on  fore,  in 
attending  the  care  of  a  family.  But,  what  is  yet  more  extraordinary,  wc 
add,  as  part  of  our  domeftic  policy,  it  is  improper  in  the  domejlic  to 
pretend  to  marry :  and  for  fuch  offence  he  is  generally  turned  out  of  fer- 
vice,  as  if  he  were  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  had  forfeited  the  right 
of  protection  from  the  community. 

^  t  ‘  v 

•  ■  ■  ■  .  •  ;  /  j*|0  » 

A  s  to  the  practice  of  a  great  part  of  the  common  people,  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  they  come  together  firft,  and  if  the  woman  proves  with  child,  they 
are  generally  obliged,  through  cuftom  or  compulfion,  to  marry.  In  a 
partial  and  contracted  view  of  things,  this  ufage  may  appear  not  altogether 

B  im- 
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impolitic;  but  it  is  a  great  fcandal  to  us  as  believers  in  Chrifl-,  and  wears 
off  the  impreffions  of  the  difgrace  of  illegal  love.  Even  the  Marriage - 
ABy  which  is  extremely  well  calculated  to  reduce  an  undifeiplined  people 
to  order,  has,  by  a  perverfion  of  the  dc%n,  in  too  many  inftances  cre¬ 
ated  an  indifference  to  marriage  amongfl  many  of  the  common  people* 
To  this  we  may  add  the  decline  of  a  fenfe  of  religion  amongfl  the  vul¬ 
gar;  a  want  of  country  work-houfes,  where  means  of  labor  may  be  pro¬ 
vided  much  better  than  in  parifhes  $  and  laflly  a  pernicious  example  of 
the  excejjl'iie  love  of  pleafure  and  amufement. 

To  fuch  caufcs  as  thefe  it  is,  in  fome  meafure,  owing  that  our  flreets 
fwarm  with  proftitutes ;  and,  as  if  the  diftin&ion  between  the  rational 
animal,  and  the  brutey  were  deflroyed,  and  Hymens  facred  fire  extin- 
guifhed,  fuch  excefies  are  committed  as  are  too  fhameful  to  recite. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  immoderate  ufe  of  tea  and  fpiritous  liquors 
joined  to  the  adulteration  of  bread  and  wine,,  with  other  fuch  kinds  of 
evils,  have  fo  far  prevented  the  increafe  of  inhabitants,  that  we  (hall  pro¬ 
bably  feel  a  want,  before  the  war  is  at  an  endv 

-  •  -  *  i  . 

W&AT  then  is  to  be  done?  Let  notions  of  private  convenience,  ot 
falfe  maxims  in  politics,  prevail  ever  fo  much;  let  men  in  higher  life  de¬ 
cline  marrying,  becaufe  women  are  extravagant;  and  let  artificial  wants  be 
preferred  to  the  order  of  nature,  and  to  that  fimplidty  of  life  which  is  the  true 
fource  of  human  happinefs  :  let  the  bulk  of  the  people  be  as  foolifh,  or  as 
impious  as  they  pleafe ;  are  thofe  who  really  think  of  their  duty>  to  look  on,, 
and  fee  fuch  crowds  of  females  become  the  prey  of  penury,  infamy  and  difi*- 

j  .  t  ,  *  T  *  •  -  • 

cafe?:  Will  no  friendly  hand  be  ftretched  forth,  to  fuccour  thofe  who 
implore  aOiftance,  and  defire  to  be  delivered  out  of  their  fad  condition  > 

But 
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But  whiLft  vve  are  fhcwing  them  companion,  we  muft  take  care  not  to 
bring  them  out  of  one  kind  of  idlends  into  another,  left  the  remedy 
Ihould  be  as  bad  as  the  difeafe.  We  find  the  laws  *  cannot  reft  rain 
them,  and  punishing  of  them  is  to  very  little  purpofe,  nor  will 
the  impofition  of  laborious  tasks  or  any  treatment  devoid  of  hu ma¬ 
ll  2  nity, 

*  But  thefe  defers,  in  refped  to  gaming  houfes,  bawdy  houfes,  and  diforderly  houfes-, 
are  provided  for  by  a  late  ad  of  parliament.  By  this  law,  if  two  inhabitants,  who  pay  foot 
and  bear  lot,  in  the  place  where  fuch  gaming  houfes,  fsV.  are  kept,  do  give  you  notice  in 
writing,  fignifying  the  name  of  the  party  who  fhall  keep  any  fuch  diforderly  houfe,  as  afore- 
faid ;  you  are  forthwith  to  go  with  fuch  inhabitants  before  a  juftice  ;  and  they  are  to  make 
oath,  that  they  do  believe  the  contents  of  fuch  notice  true ;  and  enter  into  a  recognizance  of 
twenty  pounds  each,  to  give,  or  procure  material  evidence  againft  the  keepers  of  fuch  hou¬ 
fes,  at  the  next  fefiions.  You  are  alfo  required  to  enter  into  a  recognizance  of  thirty  pounds, 
to  profecute  the  law  with  effed;  and  all  reafonable  charges,  being  firffc  fettled  by  two  jufti- 
ces  of  the  peace,  are  to  be  paid  you  by  the  overfeers  of  the  parifh  where  the  offence  was 
committed,  upon  penalty  of  their  forfeiting  double  the  fum.  Your  duty  is  herein  enforced 
by  a  heavy  penalty,  which  you  will  be  therefore  extremely  careful  not  to  incur. 

It  was  generally  hoped  that  the  abovementioned  ad  of  parliament  would  put  an  effediial 
flop  to,  at  leaft,  the  open  and  barefaced  bawdy  houfes,  as  the  procefs  againfl  them  upon 
this  ftatute,  not  only  fhortens  the  proceedings,  but  prevents  that  kind  of  chicanry,  hy  which 
they  had  formerly  eluded  punifhment,  and  alfo  afiigns  a  pecuniary  reward  of  twenty  pounds  to 
enforce  its  execution.  The  confequence  of  this  ad  was  fo  much  apprehended  by  the  bawds  of 
Covent  Garden ,  that  upon  its  commencement,  and  fome  little  time  after,  they  flopped  their  in¬ 
famous  pradices.  But  unhappily  the  execution  of  this  excellent  law  requires  the  information  of 
two  houfekeepers,  who  pay  fcot,  and  bear  lot  in  the  parifh  where  the  offence  is  Committed : 
and  fuch  is  the  dread  and  terror  every  man  is  under  of  incurring  the  odious  name  of  iyfbrmer\ 
that  few  profecutions  have  been  commenced  upon  this  ad.  This  the  bawds  faw  and  availed 
themfelves  of  it,  by  returning  openly  and  publicly  to  their  ads  of  proflitutiofi  ;  and  one  of 
them,  with  an  impudence  agreeable  to  her  calling,  advertifed,  that  fhe  was  removed  from  the 
Piazzas  Covent  Garden  to  Bovo-Jlreet ,  where  Ihe  alfo  inferibed  under  her  fign ;  and  that,  ftreet  is 
now  almoft  filled  with  the  fame  infamous  houfes.  Poflibly  this  inveterate  evil  might  be  cured 
by  vefting  the  magiftrate  with  a  power  to  ad  in  refped  to  bawdy  houfes  as  by  the  ftatute  33 
H.  8.  he  is  empowered  to  do  by  gaming  houfes :  namely,  to  fearch  for  and  Commit  the 
offenders  upon  his  own  certain  view :  hy  this  means  the  plea  of  want  of  information  would 
be  removed,  and  if,  after  this,  thefe  brothels,  the  nurferies  of  all  manner  of  wickednefs,  fhould 
ft  ill  exifl,  the  blame  would  then  juftly  reft  upon  the  magiftracy. 
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nity  operate  effectually  to  the  great  end  in  view,  §  we  muft  find  them  em¬ 
ployment,  firft  for  their  benefit,  that  they  may  be  the  farther  removed  from 
temptation  $  and  next  for  our  own  fake  that  by  their  labor  they  may  re¬ 
pay  the  husbandman  and  manufacturer  for  their  food  and  raiment,  and 
cafe  the  community  by  fupporting  themfelves  by  their  induftry. 

It  was  laft  fpring  that  I  propofed  to  a  zealous  patriot  and  prelate,  to 
think  of  the  means  of  ereCting  a  manufactory  for  making  carpets ,  upon 
the  principles  of  thofe  of  Turkey,  for  the  employment  of  repenting  pro- 
ftitutes.  What  firft  fuggefted  this  thought,  was  an  offer  a  great  manufac¬ 
turer 

§  Little  need  be  faid  to  prove  that  thefe  wretches,  who  are  lurking  at  every  corner  of 
our  flreets,  are  an  intolerable  nufance.  Here  I  would  be  underflood  to  mean  thofe  unhappy 
creatures,  who  having  neither  a  houfe  to  fhelter  them,  nor  a  protestor  to  fupport  them,  are  un¬ 
der  a  neceflity  of  wandering  up  and  down  the  flreets  to  make  a  prey  of  the  unwary  apprentice 
and  intoxicated  hulband.  The  bodies  of  thefe  women  are  generally  a  complication  of  diforders,, 
their  language  made  up  of  dreadful  execrations,  and  their  behaviour  infamous  beyond  compari- 
fon.  Thefe  wretches,  by  their  open  proflitutions,  make  fin  cheap.  By  thefe  the  apprentice 
is  feduced  to  criminal  converfe ;  which  generally  ends  in  pilfering  from  his  mafler :  detection 
follows,  and  if  his  mafler  has  the  humanity  to  difeharge  him  without  profecution,  reputation 
being  deflroyed,  it  is  odds  but  he  affociates  himfelf  with  the  wretch  who  feduced  him,  who 
rarely  fails  to  put  him  upon  a  robbery  to  fupport  her.  Thefe  wretches  cannot  be  faid  only  to 
corrupt  youth,  but  like  a  violent  contagion  precipitate  the  body  into  immediate  definition. 
Great  numbers  of  thefe  have  been  apprehended  upon  private  fearches  who  have  been  fent,  fome 
to  bridewell  to  hard  lahoF,  others,  too  difeafed  for  punifhment,  to  hofpitals ;  little  good,  if 
any,  has  arifen  from  thefe ;  for  upon  being  difeharged  from  one,  and  cured  at  the  other, 
having  no  means  of  recommendation,  or  honefl  method  of  fupporting  themfelves,  neceflity, 
united  to  a  mind  abandoned  to  debauchery,  drives  them  to  their  former  practices  for  fupport. 
Hard  indeed  is  that  duty  whofe  tendency  is  ufelefs  feverity ;  and  where  punifhment  only  pre¬ 
vents  for  the  time  it  operates,  but  hardly  ever  produced  one  reformation !  I  have  often  wifhed, 
with  an  aching  heart,  that  there  was  among  the  noble  charities,  which  diflinguiih  this  age  in 
hofpitals  for  almofl  every  human  calamity,  one  ^inflituted  by  the  legislature  to  receive  and  pro¬ 
vide  labor  for  thefe  true  objects  of  companion,  as  well  as  deteflation.  Pofiibly  the  making  the 
army  clothes  and  linen  might  be  introduced,  whereby  thefe  unhappy  fellow-creatures  might 
be  refeued  from  difeafe  and  mifery,  and  inllead  of  being  a  nufance  to  the  public,,  become  ufe- 
ful  to  it,  and  prevent  tire  ruin  of  thoufands.  Mr.  Welch's  Remarks .. 
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turer  made  to  an  hofpital  which  I  attend,  to  engage  for  this  purpofe  fuch 
children  as  were  turned  of  ten  years  of  age.  This  propofal  could  not 
take  effeCt  5  but  it  immediately  occurred  to  my  mind  that  if  children  of 
fo  tender  an  age  could  be  of  fuch  fervice,  women  and  girls,  tho5  unus'd 
to  honeft  labor,  might  be  eafily  taught  how  to  work.  And  that  this  ma¬ 
nufacture  is  of  great  confequence  to  us,  is  beyond  all  difpute. 

I  thought  that  if  proper  regulations  were  eftablifhed,  it  would  certainly 
anfwer  j  provided  that  in  this  manufacture  fcheme, young  tinners  be  feparated 
from  old  ones  ?  and  th'ofc  who  are  in  danger  of  going  affray,  be  received, 
and  diftinsuifhed  from  both.  The  fucccfsful  conduct  of  the  Marine 
fociety  feemed  to  me  to  have  at  length  prepared  the  way  for  taking 
care  of  friendlefs  and  abandoned  girls ,  as  well  as  boys  j  and  that  the  for¬ 
mer  might  be  rendered  as  ufeful  at  home,  as  the  latter  are  abroad.  This 
induced  me,  about  four  months  fince,  to  confult  a  great  carpct-manu- 
faclurer,  in  hopes  of  finding  employment  and  a  provifion  for  thefe  un¬ 
happy  creatures  5  and  he  allures  me,  that  this  might  eafily  be  effeCled. 

Carpets  may,  perhaps,  be  cfleemed  an  article  of  luxury  5  but  they 
certainly  contribute  to  cafe  and  comfort,  as  well  as  elegance,  and  are  at 
leaf!  as  proper  as  a  fine  apartment,  or  any  other  rich  furniture  5  not  to 
mention  the  fums  we  pay  for  them  to  foreigners.  But  what  is  Bill  of 
greater  confequence,  I  apprehend  they  will  foon  become  a  confiderablc 
article  of  commerce,  for  exportation.  Nothing  that  belongs  to  the  fur¬ 
niture  of  a  houfc,  is  of  fuch  confequence  as  this,  to  a  ‘Per fan,  an  Indian , 
or  a  Turk ;  nor  are  Chriftians,  of  the  forcmofl  ranks  in  fortune  and 
dignity,  much  behind  them.  We  already  greatly  excel  the  caflern  nations, 
in  the  color  and  pattern  of  this  manufacture  5  as  we  eafily  may  do  foon  in 
the  quality  and  fubftance. 


This 
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This  is  an  object  which  feems  in  a  more  efpedal  manner  to  claim  the 
attention  of  the  Society  for  encouraging  Arts,  Manufactures, 
and  Commerce,  to  whofc  patronage  I  recommend  it.  They  have  fomc- 
thing  in  their  power,  in  their  colledive,  as  well  as  private  capacity,  and  it 
may  be  prefumed  they  will  not  have  it  lefs  in  their  inclination,  among  fo 
many  ufcful  things,  to  give  the  world  a  driking  proof  of  their  fkill,  and 
of  their  beneficence.  Arts  and  commerce  cannot  but  flourifh  under  the 
influence  of  a  fociety,  which  has  already  (hewn  fo  much  zeal  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  their  country,  in  promoting  indudry  and  ingenuity,  and  confe- 
quently  checking  the  growth  of  vice.  But  in  this  they  will  alfo  demon- 
flrate  a  noblenefs  and  gallantry  of  fpirit,  heightened  by  the  mod  exalted  po¬ 
licy.  By  preventing  the  guilt  and  mifery  of  proftitution,  they  will  lend  af* 
fiftance  to  dedroy  one  of  the  numerous  taufesof  the  decreafe  of  the  people, 
which  mud  at  length  involve  arts,  manufactures,  and  commerce,  in  one 
common  didrefs.  Such  a  dep  will  give  us  a  fpccimen  of  what  the 
golden  age  has  been,  if  fuch  an  age  there  ever  was,  or,  at  lead,  what  is 
mod  like  that  happy  date  which  poets  have  deferibed  with  fo  much  art  and 
beauty. 

As  I  am  now  recommending  the  care  of  fuch  crowds  of  wretched  wo¬ 
men,  to  the  charity  of  the  noble  minded,  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  if 
there  was  lefs  idlenefs  amongd  the  working  female  poor,  there  would  be 
not  only  fewer  proftitutes,  and  fewer  beggars,  but  a  mod  enormous  ex¬ 
pence  in  the  poor’s  rate  would  like  wife  be  faved.  If  the  indulgence  of 
feeding  thofe  who  do  not  work,  is  a  mark  of  tendernefs,  we  may  well 
fay  that  England  is  the  bed  country  in  the  world  for  women.  Great 
numbers  of  thefe,  who  are  born  to  get  their  bread  by  labor,  fpend  their 
days  in  idlenefs,  beyond  what  is  obferved  in  any  other  country,  to  the 

3  dif- 
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difgrace  of  our  politics,  as  well  as  injury  to  our  morals.  Therefore, 
there  is  the  flronger  reafon  on  this  occafion^  to  enter  ferioufly  into* 
the  confideration  of  this  propofah 

If  thefe  women  were  confined  for  a  certain  time,  according  to  their 
different  character  and  behaviour,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  fomc  of 
them  would  obtain  the  forgivenefs  of  their  parents  and  their  friends, 
after  a  fhort  time  of  repentance  5  and  proper  precautions  being  taken,, 
fuch  mufl  of  courfe  be  refkued.  In  the  mean  while  the  mod  laborious 
or  ingenious,  fhould  not  be  put  upon  a  level  with  the  lazy  and  indolent  y 
one  third,  or  an  half  of  the  produce  of  their  labor,  according  to  their 
gains,  fhould  be  referved  to  them,  as  their  private  property  j  that  they 

A’  •  *  f  “  I  ■  ■  1  '  *  *  t  _  l  t  m  ^  .  j  ~ 

might  have  the  fairer  profped  of  returning  with  advantage  into-  the 
world*  and  get  a  comfortable  fupport,  either  in  the  married  or  fingle  ffate. 
Thus,  after  a  due  time  of  probation,  fpent  in  piety  and  a  habit  of  in- 
duftry,  in  a  healthy  and  fpacious  place,  thefe  women  might  wipe  off  the 
ftains  of  their  former  impurity,  and  render  themfelves  more  amiable  than; 
many  others  of  the  common  people. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  but  that  great  numbers  of  thefe  con¬ 
verts  would  find  good  husbands.  As  the  cafe  now  flands,  we  fee  that, 
all  men  are  not  equally  delicate,  in  this  inflance  5  fome  rare  genmfes; 
deviate  from  the  beaten  track.  The  agreeablenefs  of  many  of  thefe 
women,  added  to  their  ability  to  fupport  themfelves*  might  tie  the  bands, 
of  focial  affe&ion  flronger,  than  is  ufual  in  common  life,  where  neithec 
piety  nor  indufiry  are  in.  fafhion, 

•  ’  ,  ♦  .  -5  r.  -  .  » f 

But  I  would  add’  yet  fometning  farther.  As  I  have  often  been  {hock’d; 
at  the  inhuman  ambition  of  the  French  court ,  in  fporting  away  the  lives* 

andi 
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and  invading  the  properties  of  men }  fo,  I  mud  confefs,  I  was  ftruck 
with  the  good  fenfe,  the  policy,  and  the  humanity,  which  it  fhew'd,  in  a 
fignal  ad  of  munificence,  upon  occafton  of  the  birth  of  an  heir  to  the 
crown  5  I  mean  the  giying-in-marriage  a  certain  number  of  poor  girls 
with  fuitable  portions. 

•  •  •  i  r  \ 

Would  not  this  nation  acquire  immortal  honour,  if  the  diredtors  Of 

this  propofed  charity,  were  intruded  with  a  fund,  in  order  to  give  fmal 

v 1  -  .  -  *  4  -  ■'  ' 

dowrys  to  fuch  of  thefe  poor  girls  and  converted  proditutes  as  excelled  in 
virtue  ? 

The  learned  Erafmus ,  and  the  ingenious  Baron  Holberg ,  who  alfo 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  extremely  by  his  uncommon  merit,  thought  thi 
one  of  the  nobleft  kinds  of  charity,  and  bequeathed  certain  fums  of  mo- 
ney  to  it.  The  latter  alfo  edablifhed  a  fund  for  that  purpofe,  and  with¬ 
out  doubt,  died  with  much  the  greater  pleafure,  in  the  refledion  that 
he  fhould  be  indrumental  in  making  fome  young  ladies  happier,  in  that 
date,  which  it  is  no  indignity  to  them  to  fuppofe  mod  young  women  wifh 
to  be.  His  legacies  were  confined  to  the  mofi  virtuous  part  of  the  fex, 
and  confequently  to  render  them  more  happy  than  they  were  before.  I 

-V  ,  *  •  -  * 

am  pleading  for  thofe  who  once  were  loft  and  are  found ,  with  a  view  to 
alleviate  their  mifery  and  render  them  ufefuk  And  fince  pleafure  chief¬ 
ly  confids  in  an  abfence  of  pain ,  and  virtue  is,  in  fome  degree,  its  own 
reward,  it  feems  to  be  a  higher  objed  of  the  care  of  mankind,  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  didreded,  than  even  to  augment  the  happinefs  which  virtue  has 
fo  drong  a  title  to. 

If  the  promife  of  temporal  as  well  as  eternal  rewards,  will  raife  a 
glorious  emulation  amongd  the  mod  virtuous  >  may  we  not  hope  alfo 

that 
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that  it  will  he  inftrumental  in  reclaiming  the  •vicious  ?  Happinefs  is  the 
common  end  purfued  5  and  virtue  and  induftry  will  point  out,  even  to 
the  moft  abandoned  of  mankind,  what  are  the  trueft  means  to  acquire 
this  glorious  end . 

1 

We  may  lay  it  down  as  an  invariable  maxim,  that  whatever  tends  to  pro¬ 
mote  a  habit  of  induftry,  which,  to  all  appearance,  will  produce  as  great 
an  advantage  to  a  ftate,  as  the  pecuniary  confideration  which  is  given,  to 
promote  that  induftry,  will  in  the  iflue,  be  highly  beneficial.  But,  if  to 
induftry  we  add  the  means  of  preferring  life  $  the  improvement  of  mo¬ 
ral  virtue,  and  the  exercife  of  religious  duties,  it  is,  in  fad,  only  making 
ufe  of  a  few  good  things  of  a  lejfer  value,  to  acquire  more  good  things  of 
a  greater  value  :  and  where  care  is  taken  to  prevent  abufes,  this  rauft  be 
produdive  of  the  greateft  benefit  to  a  ftate. 

Portions  being  thus  given  to  fuch  reclaimed profitutes,  as  excel  moft 
in  piety,  induftry,  and  a  fubmiftion  to  a  regular  oeconomy ,  it  would  of¬ 
ten  prepare  the  way  to  their  being  married  to  very  honeft  induftrious  men, 
fuitable  to  them,  fuch  as  the  diredors  might  entirely  approve.  The  happy 
ends  which  would  be  obtained  by  fuch  premiums,  given  to  the  moft  vir¬ 
tuous,  are  too  obvious  to  need  any  farther  illuftration.  For,  if  thofe,  who 
have  been  a  nufance,  become  ufeful  members  to  fociety,  and  the  people 
grow  more  virtuous,  the  ends  of  true  policy  and  true  charity ,  are  an¬ 
swered  in  the  higheft  and  moft  proper  manner,  and  the  ftate  will  be 
doubly  repaid  the  charge.  And,  as  there  would  be  no  great  difficulty  in 
contriving  the  means  to  obtain  money  for  fuch  an  excellent  purpofe,  I 
recommend  it,  as  an  objed  of  importance,  to  the  ferious  attention  of  cve- 
ty  good  politician ,  as  well  zsgood  man . 

-.y  *  c 
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The  defign  in  general,  as  is  the  cafe  of  every  important  cnterprize,  requires 
mature  deliberation :  the  difficulties  that  will  attend  it,  I  apprehend,  are 
far  from  being  unfurmountable.  I  am  entirely  perfuaded  there  is  room 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  noble  ftrufture  j  and  the  more  arduous  the 
work  is,  the  more  honor  it  will  be  to  thofe  who  carry  it  into  exe¬ 
cution. 

The  common  objedion,  to  a  propofal  of  this  nature,  that  let  us  do 
all  we  can,  there  will  be  harlots  of  many  kinds,  is  not  to  the  purpofe. 
If  this  manner  of  reafoning  were  allowed,  the  doors  of  mercy  would  be 
fhut  up,  or  men  muft  become  angels,  and  hand  in  need  of  no  fuch 
kinds  of  charity,  as  human  mifery  now  renders  neceflary.  The  inferior 
claffes  of  proftitutes,  who  are  in  the  firft  ftages  of  iniquity,  are  real  ob- 
jeds  of  pity :  and  thofe,  who  from  lofs  of  charader,  are  totally  cut  off 
from  every  other  means  of  fupport,  deferve  the  mod  tender  commifera - 
tion.  Thefe  muft  either  ceafe  to  think,  or  labor  under  the  acuteft  an- 
guifh  of  foul,  as  well  as  pain,  and  difeafe  of  body .  The  more  I  think  c£ 
their  condition,  the  more  the  voice  of  heaven  feems  to  plead  their  caufc. 
And  lince  feverity  has  been  found  ineffedual,  what  ought  we  to  do  but 
try  every  gentle  method  that  promifes  fuccefs  ? 

In  the  great  cities  of  other  countries,  where  common  proftitutes  are 
not  fo  numerous  as  in  this  metropolis,  nor  by  far  fo  impudent,  more 
care  is  taken,  and  more  humanity  ftiown.  Libertinifm  of  this  fort  is  not 
countenanced  by  our  laws,  as  in  Holland ,  Italy ,  Venice ,  and  fome  other 
countries ;  nor  do  I  apprehend  the  purity  of  the  chriftian  religion  will  by 
any  means  admit  of  fuch  laws ,  but  the  evih  in  its  immediate  efte&s,  might 
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perhaps  be  lefs  injurious  to  the  ftatei  and  even  to  many  private  perfons, 
if  it  were  tolerated  by  legal  authority.  Whether  a  breach  of  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  God,  in  this  refped,  on  the  part  of  him  who  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  laws  of  men,  would  be  fo  criminal  as  -perjury ,  to  which  ma¬ 
ny  laws  do,  in  their  own  nature,  adminijler ,  we  mud  leave  to  divines 
and  cafuifts  to  determine.  If  brothels  were  confined  to  a  certain  fpor, 
many  a  young  man,  and  fome  old  ones,  who  now  wander  out  of  the  paths 
of  virtue,  might  be  reftraincd  by  a  fcnfe  of  jhame.  They  would  not  be 
in  danger,  as  they  now  condantly  are,  of  being  led  aflray  by  the  force 
of  temptation,  or  importunity .  On  the  other  hand  the  women  would 
be  better  attended  in  ficknefs,  and  fewer  perifh  by  the  venom  of  a  foul 
difeafe,  as  too  many  do:  for  it  is  a  known  fad,  that  all  of  them  are 
not  admitted  into  hofpitals,  or  not  fo  fpeedrly  as  their  cafe  requires. 

Let  thofe  who  are  {hock’d  at  any  propofal  of  this  kind,  think  confift - 
entlyy  and  be  alfo  fhock’d  at  the  very  thought  of  being  carelcfs  fpedators> 
whilft  numbers  are  feeking  their  own  deftrudion.  Is  it  confident  with  the 
wifdom  of  any  nation,  to  negled  the  means  of  promoting  virtue,  and 
checking  vice  ?  But  where  humanity  is  fo  deeply  concerned,  is  not  the 
omijjion  aggravated  into  a  crime ;  and  does  it  not  call  loud  for  redrefs  ? 

We  are  now  invited  to  think  very  ferioujly  upon  the  prefent  occafion. 
Thofe  vices  which  are  mod  dangerous  to  the  community,  are  generally  pu- 
nifiied  with  the  mod  feverity  $  but  the  iniquity,  now  under  con- 
lideration,  is  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to  be  more  eafily  cured  by  mercy 
than  by  jujlice.  Not  to  fpeak  of  the  didrefles  of  men  who  arc 
deduced,  and  who  deferve  fome  pity  5  and  of  whole  families  whofc  cir— 
cumftances  are  too  often  rendered  fuch,  as  can  hardly  be  related 3  what 
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numbers  of  poor  girls  have  been  lpft  to  their  parents,,  their  country,  and 
their  God !  What  forrow,  mixed  with  indignation,  rauft  arife  in  a  generous 
breaft,  at  the  fight  of  fuch  numbers  of  young  women  plying  in  the 
ftreets,  as  abandoned  proftitutes  ? 

How  extremely  grating  it  is  to  hear,  a  woman  addrefled  with  no  gentler 
falutation  than  d — d  b — h  5  a  language  not  very  civil,  even  when  applied 
to  the  vileft  of  women,  and  yet,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  not  altogether  un- 
fuitable  to  the  chara&er  of  thofe,  to  whom  it  is  ufually  given  i*  Who, 
that  confiders  the  dignity  of  that  nature  in  which  the  fon  of  God  himfelf 
appeared,  and  views  attentively  the  miferable  condition  of  thefe  wretches, 
can  refrain  from  tears  ?  To  be  like  a  b — h ,  or  fomething  worfe,  is  dread¬ 
ful  indeed!  and,  for  being  fo,  to  be  ccnfigned  to  everlafting  perdition! 
—  Here  all  language  ceafes ;  and  all  utterance  fails  ! 

To  fee  women  difguifed  with  liquor,  ox.  fighting  with  each  other,  or 
the  pooreft  fort  covered  with  filth  and  rags,  and  yet  waiting  for  their 
prey :  thefe  are  things  fo  monftrous  as  hardly  to  be  conceived  5  nor  arc 
they  known  in  any  other  country.  There  is  a  certain  elegance  or  deli¬ 
cacy  even  in  vice,  as  well  as  in  virtue,  though  indeed  it  is  rendered  the 
more  dangerous  to  Tome  perfons  on  that  account.— And  how  often  do  we 
hear  thofe  tongues,  which  the  God  of  nature  defigned  fhould  foften  the  di- 
flrefles  of  human  life,  and  give  a  relifh  to  its  joys}  uttering  the  greateft  in¬ 
decencies,  and  the  moft  dreadful  imprecations  ? — Immodefiy  herfclf  is  con¬ 
founded,  and  Impudence  hides  her  face ! 

These  are  truths  which  cannot  be  denied ;  but  it  is  alfo  true,  that 
there  are  many  poor  girls  who  lament  their  fad  condition,  and  would 

gladly 
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gladly  reform :  many  pour  out  their  hearts  in  real,  as  well  as  fomc  in 
disenabled  forrow.  Have  they  not  reafon  to  complain  of  the  want  of 

\  *  t 

charity  with  regard  to  thcmfelves  ?  Are  they  not  real  objeds  of  chriflian 
compaflion  ?  How  many  are  cut  off  from  all  hopes  of  mercy,  except  the 
cruel  mercy  of  thofe  who  afford  them  a  temporary  relief,  at  the  wretched 
price  of  accumulated  guilt,  and  the  moft  unworthy  treatment  ?  How  ma¬ 
ny  have  been  feduced  by  the  promifes  of  men,  and  fuffer  all  the  miferies 
of  poverty,  infamy,  and  contempt,  in  confequencc  of  a  mean  and  perfi-* 
dious  violation  of  thofe  promifes,  in  the  guilt  of  which  the  female  has 
properly  no  (hare  ? 

Who  can  behold  the  image  of  God,  debafed  even  below  the  vileS  animal ; 
and  not  vvifh  to  fee  it  reftored  *  Brutes  follow  the  didates  of  nature,  and 

m 

are  obedient  to  their  appetites ;  but  appetite  has  frequently  no  fhare  in 
the  promifeuous  commerce  of  thefe  unhappy  women  ?  What  mifery  cat! 
exceed  that  of  perfons  who  ad  perpetually  in  oppofition  to  the  plaineft 
didates  of  reafon,  and  are  plunged  into  a  kind  of  neceffity  of  purfuing  a 
courfe  of  life,  the  end  of  which  they  know  is  perdition.  To  languifli  in 
a  loathfome  difeafe,  furrounded  with  mifery,  in  a  more  loathfome  bn> 
thel;  to  be  thrown  into  a  goal,  or  perfecuted  by  thofe  very  perfons  who 
(hould  afford  them  the  means  of  repenting  >  however  {hocking  fuch  cir- 
cumflances  may  appear,  they  give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  fufferings  of  many 
of  thefe  wretched  women. 

If  we  confider  thefe  young  perfons  as  bortr  in  a  free  country,  where 
pure  religion  is  profeffed  $  many  of  them  educated  in  the  principles  of 
virtue  5  all  of  them  entitled  to  the  protection  of  men,  and  defigned  by 
the  wife  author  of  nature  as  their  partners  in  the  focial  joys  of  life :  and 
3  turn 
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tarn  the  glafs,  and  behold  them  the  flaves  of  an  abandoned  procurefs 
fold,  both  body  and  foul,  for  half  a  crowns — it  is  indeed  moft  deplor¬ 
able! — What  aggravates  the  evil  is,  that  thefe  poor  wretches,  when  once 
fallen  into  the  fnarc,  can  hardly  extricate  thcmfelves  whilft  their  health 
or  beauty  lafts.  When  they  are  become  indebted  to  B — ds  and  Tally-men 
which  is  generally  the  cafe,  nothing  lefs  than  a  generous  lover  can  de¬ 
liver  them  from  the  prefent  diftrefs,  and  even  defer  for  a  fhort  time  the 
fatal  hour  of  total  ruin. 

If  there  is  joy  in  heaven  at  the  conver/ion  of  one  finner  that  repent- 
eth,  there  ought  to  be  joy  on  earth  alfo.  How  fhall  we  anfwer  it  to  God 
if  we  continue  longer  to  afford  no  opportunities  of  converfion  to  fuch 
obje&s  of  pity  ?  It  is  a  great  miftake,  to  imagine  that  thofe  whom  we 
are  now  recommending,  are  loft  beyond  redemption.  There  is  a  native 
ingenuoufnefs  in  the  female  mind  j  and  virtue  will  charm  as  well  as  vice. 
All  who  have  been  hurried  into  thefe  excefies,  are  not  deaf  to  the  calls  of 
confcience.  Strength  of  paflion,  and  ftrength  of  reafon,  often  meet  in 
the  fame  perfon :  and  there  have  been  inftances  of  the  worft  Ilnners  be¬ 
coming  the  greateft  faints* 

What  judgment  did  the  Saviour  of  the  world  pafs  on  a  harlot  ? 
What  was  the  cafe  of  Mary  Magdalen  ?  Thofe  who  have  erred  moft  in 
this  way,  are  frequently  obferved  to  have  a  peculiar  mixture  of  fucli 
qualities  as  difpofe  the  heart  to  repentance.  And  to  fhut  the  doors  of 
mercy  againft  them,  can  never  be  the  way  to  obtain  mercy  for  our  own 
fins,  whatever  they  may  be  :  nor  can  we  negleft  the  prefervation  of  fuch 
perfons  without  greatly  injuring  the  community  $  confidering  what  num¬ 
bers  there  are  in  this  deplorable  fituation. 
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As  to  motives  derived  from  piety ,  I  have  known  a  man  in  'Portugal 
marry  an  abandon'd  proditute,  in  hopes,  by  converting  her,  to  atone  for 
-  an  atrocious  crime.  In  Rome>  Venice,  Lucca ,  Pifa ,  and  other  places  in 
Italy ,  they  have  their  convertite ,  or  convents  defigned  to  reclaim  thefe 
tranfgrcffors.  If  our  church  has  lefs  zeal ,  it  has  more  true  charity  ;  and 
in  point  of  policy ,  I  hope  we  fhall  never  give  place  to  Italians .  Perhaps 
we  are  not  in  general  fo  abandoned,  with  regard  to  this  part  of  irreligi¬ 
ous  condud,  as  thofe  people  arc  5  and  there  is  great  reafon  to  think  that 
the  fenfc  of  fhame  is  Wronger  in  the  breads  of  our  women,  even  among 
the  common  fort,  when  we  obferve  that  the  greater  crime  of  murder  has 
been  too  often  committed,  to  conceal  an  illegal  amour .  And  we  find  in 
the  character  of  our  ladies  a  higher  fenfe  of  honor ,  and  a  truer  notion  of 
duty  as  grounded  on  religious  principles,  than  are  ufually  to  be  met  with 
amongd  the  women  of  any  other  country,  which  I  have  known.  But 
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where  fhall  we  find  fuch  an  abandon'd  race ,  as  that  which  infeds  the  mod: 
public  flreets  of  London ,  where  the  number  of  proditutes  is  fo  great  in 
the  evening,  that  we  fhould  doubt  whether  every  woman  we  meet,  is  not 
of  that  damp,  were  they  not  didinguifhed  for  the  mod  part,  by  that  fort- 
of  condud  which  is  totally  devoid  of  honor ,  decency  or  fhame . 

If  we  confidcr  the  principles  on  which  thofe  ad,  who  believe  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Romifh  church,  we  mud  commend  the  zeal  of  thofe  ladies, 
even  of  the  fird  rank,  who  have  condefcended  to  ferve  in  menial  offi¬ 
ces,  thofe  proditutes  who  are  become  converts.  This  height  of  devotion 
however  is  not  adapted  to  our  church,  or  climate  :  it  is  alfo  not  fuited  to 
the  delicacy  of  our  ladies,  nor  is  it  at  all  necedary,  to  our  prefent  pur-r 
pofe,  that  it  fhould ;  but  yet  we  may  flatter  ourfelves  that  the  mod  fen- 
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fcnfible,  and  the  chafteft  women  amongft  us,  will  fhew  the  moft  com- 
miferation,  and  pride  themfelves  mod  in  promoting  the  charity  which 
I  am  now  recommending.  In  the  mean  while  men  who  are  the  leaft ,  as 
well  as  thofe  who  are  the  mojl  converfant  with  harlots ,  will  find  fuffi- 
cient  reafon,  upon  the  prefcnt  occafion,  to  affift  in  this  good  work.  In¬ 
deed  it  is  a  work  which  requires  the  trueft  gallantry  of  fpirit ;  that 
gallantry  which  is  really  brave  and  generous ,  and  productive  of  the  folid 
happinefs  of  others ,  not  the  port -lived  gratification  of  their  own 
unworthy  wijhes . 

•  •  .  i  .  # 
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Thus  have  I  given  you  my  thoughts,  with  regard  to  the  pious  motives 
for  eftablifhing  this  charity  5  and  I  will  moft  heartily  contribute  towards 
the  carrying  of  it  into  execution.  Thofe  who  intereft  themfelves  in  it  will 
compare  notes,  and  deliberately  contrive  the  means  which  will  render  it 
mod  effe&ual.  But  I  cannot  too  often  inculcate  this  rule,  that  the  hands 
of  thefe  women  muft  be  employed  as  well  as  their  hearts ;  for  if  piety 
is  not  duly  fupported,  it  will  lofe  its  ground,  and  will  not  be  able  to 
keep  them  within  bounds.  If  they  were  inclofed  within  walls  of  brafs, 
idlenefs  would  corrupt  them. 

"**  * 

A  project  of  this  fort  opens  to  our  view  a  vafi  field  for  improve¬ 
ment.  No  fingle  project  which  can  be  eaftly  compared  at  once,  will  pro¬ 
vide  for  a  quarter  part  of  the  necefiitous,  in  the  way  nowpropofed  5  therefore 
1  wifh  to  fee  you  and  your  ingenious  friends  begin  and  teach  us  fome  rules 
for  the  better  conduct  of  fo  delicate  an  affair.  At  the  fame  time  I  muft  re¬ 
peat  it  that  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  great  advantages  will  arife  to  thecommuni- 
ty,  from  the  employment  of  girls  in  making  of  carpets.  I  apprehend  no 
women  are  in  fo  great  diftrefs  as  the  common  proftitutes  of  the  town : 
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therefore  thefe  ought  to  have  the  preference.  It  feems  alfo  neceflary  toi 
reflect  ferioufly,  if  there  will  be  any  occafion  to  admit  of  any  men  into  a 
manufactory  of  this  fort,  except  the  Fathers ,  a  fecretary  to  keep  the  ac¬ 
counts,  and  the  mafter  manufacturer  to  direCt  the  works :  and  it  may  be 
prefumed  that  perfons  fit  for  fuch  offices  will  be  found. 

Some  of  thefe  reflections  were  committed  to  writing  many  years  fince 
when  you  firft  mention’d  the  fubjeCt  to  me ;  therefore  you  have  the  befi 
title  to  them.  If  they  are  worth  your  attention,  and  merit  the  regard  of 
other  thinking  perfons,  my  end  is  fo  far  gained  -,  and  I  gladly  make  ufe 
of  this  opportunity  to  affure  you,  that  I  am,  with  the  moll  fincere  efteem> 


SIR, 

Tour  moft  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 


Strand,  18  Feb,  1758. 


Jonas  Hanway. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
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IN  difcourfing  with  my  friends  on  the  fcheme  of  eftablifhing  an  azylum  for 
repenting  projiitutes ,  reference  is  frequently  made  to  what  has  been  faid  on 
this  fubjedt  by  feveral  writers ,  particularly  within  thefe  twelve  months  paft. 
As  I  have  but  little  time  to  read,  I  know  the  lefs  of  what  other  people 
think  *,  and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  what  I  write  myfelf  is  the  more  genuine.  To 
corroborate  what  I  have  already  advanced,  I  prefent  you  with  a  letter,  taken  from 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  Augujl  lajl :  perhaps  fome  of  the  thoughts  contained 
in  it,  may  furnifti  you  with  hints  towards  the  forming  a  complete  plan  for  carrying  this 
good  work  into  execution,  with  all  poflible  advantage. 

In  purfuing  this  fpeculation,  it  is  thought  abfolutely  neceflary,  to  confider 
repenting  projiitutes  and  friendlefs  girls ,  as  objedts  under  very  different  circum- 
ftances :  but  the  latter  are  not  the  lefs  worthy  of  our  commiferation ;  and 
though  they  fall  more  within  the  cognizance  of  the  laws  already  made,  yet 
thofe  laws  have  not  been  fo  executed  as  to  prevent  the  calamitous  effedls  of 
ignorance ,  idlenefs  and  poverty .  I  fhould  therefore  think  the  community  under  great 
obligations  to  fuch  perfons  as  will  reach  out  a  hand  to  the  fuccor,  particularly 
of  fuch  as  are  orphans  *,  and,  by  fhowing  a  good  example,  towards  as  many  of  them 
as  can  be  well  taken  care  of,  compenfate  for  the  imperfefl  adminiftration,  or 
the  real  defefts  of  the  laws,  in  relation  to  thefe  objedts. 

Every  beneficent  adt  of  this  kind,  will  deferve  the  highefl  commendation.  If 
we  can  thus  introduce  fome  kind  of  police ,  though  under  a  private  management, 
we  may  in  time  awaken  the  attention  of  our  fellow-fubjedts  ;  and  if  the  laws  already 
provided  are,  as  I  apprehend  them  to  be,  really  infufficient,  fome  amend- 
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merits  may  be  made  to  them,  in  order  to  our  trying  the  experiment  propofed,  with 
all  poflible  advantage.  Poverty  and  diflrefs  will  thus  be  fo  far  alleviated,  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  necejfily  of  thefe  girls  becoming  proftitutes  :  and  however  we  may  diftin* 
guifh  afterwards,  the  fame  plan  will  nearly  anfwer  both  purpofes. 

f 

Men  are  naturally  fond  of  their  firjl  thoughts,  but  we  fee  in  almoft  every  public 
injlitution ,  that  too  much  ingenuity  cannot  be  employed  in  planning  and  adopting 
the  moft  conftitutional  and  practicable  methods ,  to  prevent  abufes  ;  to  avoid  fruit- 
lels  expences ;  to  promote  th t  great  cauje  of  humanity  ^  and  at  length  to  open  our 
minds,  that  we  may  be  able  to  take  in  the  greateft  objects  without  difficulty.  For 
this  purpofe  I  hope  an  honorary  reward  will  be  given,  for  the  bed  plan  for  the  eftabliffi- 
ment  of  a  charity  houfe ,  or  charity  houfes ,  for  repenting  profitutes.  Manufactures  and 
Trade  tart  intimatly  concerned  in  the  employment  of  a  great  number  of  people,  and 
particularly  of  thofe  who  have  been  the  moft  idle  and  wicked.  No  other  fociety  but 
that  for  the  encouragement  of  arts ,  manufactures ,  and  commerce ,  can  give  fuch  honora¬ 
ry  reward,  and  I  hope  they  will  countenance  a  propofal  of  this  nature.  Thus  we  may 
hope  to  fee  the  attention  of  the  ingenious  called  forth,  whilft  the  zeal  of  thofe  who  de¬ 
light  to  think ,  how  the  good  of  mankind  may  be  promoted,  is  put  in  aftion  :  and 
we  (hall  probably  make  confiderable  improvements  on  what  has  been  already  written 
on  the  fubjeCh 

The  letter  from  the  Auguft  magazine  in  regard  to  harlots  is  as  follows : 

“  I  have  lately  read  three  letters  in  a  paper  called  the  CITIZEN,  that  have  made  a 
deep  impreffion  upon  my  mind.  Religion,  humanity,  and  pity  for  the  moft  miferable  of 
all  our  diftrefied  fellow- creatures,  call  upon  the  community  in  general,  to  confider  the 
contents  of  thofe  letters,  with  attention  ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  very  readily 
lay  the  fubftance  of  them  before  your  numerous  and  judicious  readers.  The  defign  of 
the  writer  is  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  charity  towards  repenting  proftitutes,  and  a  lau¬ 
dable  refolution  to  provide  an  hofpital  for  their  reformation.  He  fays,  in  his  firjl 
letter,  that  coming  home  to  his  chambers,  in  the  Temple ,  one  night  with  a  friend* 
from  an  evening  walk  in  the  park,  they  agreed  to  take  the  different  Tides  of  the  way* 
and  to  count  the  unfortunate  girls  who  prefented  themfelves  to  their  view,  but  to 
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fix  the  character  of  proftitutes  upon  none  but  thofe  who  fpoke  firft.  In  this  march 
of  obfervation,  before  they  arrived  at  Temple-Bar,  his  friend’s  account  amounted  to 
1 1 3,  and  his  own  to  84  ;  his  friend  was  on  the  Temple  fide  of  the  Strand ,  and  he 
was  on  the  oppofite  fide.  They  fpent  the  evening  together,  and  agreed,  that  not 
one  of  thefe  proftitutes,  but  might  have  been  a  daily  pleafure  to  their  affli&ed 
parents  ;  that  the  care  and  expence  of  raifing  them,  though  not  equal  in  all,  yet 
confiderable  even  to  theleaft  of  them  :  that  many  pious  vifiters  had  embraced  them 
in  infancy,  on  their  good  parents  account,  often  ftied  a  tear  over  them,  and  as 
often  recommended  their  future  welfare  to  the  care  of  providence.  They  likewife 
agreed,  that  many  of  them  would  gladly  go  to  fervice,  and  recover  their  health  and 
character,  could  they  only  get  footing  in  a  regular  family  ;  but,  as  the  cafe  now 
ftands,  the  thing  is  impoftible  :  the  good  or  ill  fame  of  the  poor  creature  muft 
come  from  the  laft  place  (he  lived  in  •,  and  perhaps  fhe  has  not  been  to  fervice  fince 
her  young  mafter  got  her  with  child,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  all  her  mifery. 

Th  e  consideration  in  the  fecond  letter,  is  how  to  provide  a  remedy  for  this  in¬ 
creasing  evil.  In  Holland ,  fays  the  writer,  they  have  houfes,  called  Sper-ville  houfes , 
where  thefe  unfortunate  women  are  placed,  either  by  deputies  of  the  ftate,  or  by  the 
magiftrates  *,  there  they  are  kept  quite  apart,  even  at  meals  *,  they  work,  and  by  that 
means  more  than  Support  themfelves.  In  a  year  or  two  their  faces,  by  the  natural 
change  of  inhabitants  in  that  country,  are  forgoten  as  proftitutes  j  and  when  they  have 
a  mind  to  c6me  out,  the  character  they  have  obtained  in  that  houfe  of  Sobriety,  fru¬ 
gality,  and  induftry,  is  allowed  to  be  a  Sufficient  recommendation  to  any  family. 
But  there  are  often  ftill  happier  circumftances  attend  this  their  Seemingly  unfor¬ 
tunate  Situation  :  once  or  twice  a  year  they  walk  in  a  kind  of  gallery,  and  appear,  as 
Servants  do  at  a  ftatute  fair,  in  the  different  counties  of  England.  Sailors  juft  landed, 
and  who  have  neither  time  nor  inclination  for  long  courtfhip,  often  marry  them  ; 
the  fates  give  their  confent,  and  Sometimes  a  Small  fortune ;  and  many  perfons, 
from  proftitutes,  have  been  made  joyful  mothers  of  children. 
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The  Tailor  looks  on  his  flame  as  a  widow.  In  a  year  or  two,  if  they  chute  to 
flay,  all  ill-natured  dories  die  :  but  fuppofing  they  fhould  not,  there  are, 
many  indances  of  men  who  have  gloried  in  thus  faving  the  unfortunate  ;  and  I  my- 

V 

felf,  fays  the  writer,  have  heard  an  honed  fellow  fay  ;  let  the  man  anfwer  it  to  his 
confcience  who  made  you  difhoneft :  I  have  more  pie  a  Jure  in  making  you  honcjl,  than  ever 
he  had  in  making  you  otherwife, 

*  t  1  VL  1 1  J •  -  * «* ' 

•  f  '*  '  *  '  *  ■*  +*  ■  » 

Why  fuch  a  fcheme  fhould  not  be  fet  about,  and  brought  to  perfection  in  Eng¬ 
land ,  I  cannot  tell.  It  Teems  a  mod  charitable  age  •,  and  it'  was  but  t’other  day 
that  I  read  in  one  of  the  papers  of  a  new  hofpital  for  ruptures.  Think  how  many 
parents,  in  an  hour  of  kind  relenting,  might,  by  thefe  means,  find  out  their  daugh¬ 
ters  again,  which  it  would  tire  out  the  bed  diligence  to  do  in  this  metropolis. 
Changing  names  and  places  of  abode  renders  this  impoflible,  and  many  a  poor  girl 
dies  in  an  hofpital,  or  a  prifon,  at  the  very  indant  her  friends  are  in  fearch  of  her, 
and  willing  to  bring  her  home. 

In  the  third  letter  the  writer  has  very  ingenioufiy  introduced,  a  vifionary  plan  by 
way  of  dream,  with  the  regulations  necefiary  for  an  hofpital,  fuch  as  he  thinks 
would  anfwer  the  end  propofed.  I  really  thought,  fays  he,  that  I  faw  a  building 
already  ereCted,  fomewhat  near  the  Foundling  Hofpital  *,  and,  as  Toon  as  I  entered, 
the  pannels  in  the  hall,  or  vedibula,  appeared  filled  with  the  names  of  many  kind 
benefactors.  But  as  I  fhould  premile  to  you,  that,  to  make  the  dream  more  real, 
on  my  knocking  at  the  outer  gate,  the  porter,  like  mod  porters  at  a  gate,  not 
coming  immediately,  I  faw  a  group  of  females^  notjfuch  whofe  language  befjfakej 
a  real  goodnefs  of  heart,  for  they  call’d  the  houfe  a  ned  of  nady,  dinking,  poifon’d 
whores. 

But,  to  go.  on,  the  edifice  was  what  builders  call  an  half  H.  The  centre  made 
a  good  chapel,  and  the  wings  were  the  lodging,  and  working  rooms,  of  the 
feveral  inhabitants.  To  make  the  reader  dill  underdand  it  better,  the  form 

was 
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was  not  very  unlike  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  only  larger  and  more  lofty.  I  took 
pains  to  enquire  into  the  feveral  particulars  which  related  to  fo  noble  and  true  a 
charity.  I  found  that  the  right  wing  was  fet  apart  for  thofe  who  had  been  of  infe¬ 
rior  families,  and  low  extraaion  ;  whereas  the  left  was  kept  for  ladies,  whofe  rank 
in  life  required  privacy  and  a  fuperior  treatment. 

Thi  right  wing  only  was  vifible  to  ftrangers,  and  that  very  cautioufly,  to  pre¬ 
vent  thofe  fneers  and  jokes  which  rude  and  illiterate  people  are  too  apt,  in  this 
country,  to  throw  upon  diftrefs.  They  were  not  to  be  feen  except  at  their  hours  of 
meals,  as  perpetual  interruption  would  hinder  the  kind  intent  of  being  placed  there, 

which  was  to  be  private  and  induftrious,  and  to  gain  their  fubfiftence,  as  well  as  to 
expel  melancholly  thoughts-; 

There  feemed  to  me  near  300  at  different  tables,  with  a  kind  of  matron  ax.  the 
head  of  them,  who,  with  her  hammer  commanded  filence,  while  grace  was  laid. 

This  gave  me  great  pleafure.  I  found  on  enquiry  there  were  alfo  rewards  and' 

punifhments  among  them,  the  better  to  preferve  good  order  and  government  in  the 
community. 

The  houfe  allowance  was  very  plain,  and  intended  as  fuch  to  promote  indudry  : 
for,  whatever  they  earned  by  their  needle,  or  otherwife,  increafed  their  way  of 
living,  and  gave  them  better  apparel.  The  fervants  of  this  wing  were  all  women, 
and  fuch  as  had  never  been  unfortunate  themfelves,  in  order  the  better  to  prevent 
any  bad  converfation  among  them,  which  was  punilhed  very  feverely  ;  fwearing  an 
oath  incurred  nearly  the  fame  punifhment. 

I  saw  them  go  to  chapel,  and  likewife  at  their  meals  ;  I-faw  them  alfo  at  their 
work..  I  could  conceive  no  little  charity-children  to  be  more  obedient  to  their  go- 
vernefs  or  fchool-miftrefs ;  and  I  was  told,  that,  though  they  had  a  right  to  go 
out  when  they  pieafed,  not  one  had  ever  quitted  the  houfe,  and  that  only  one,  in  fo 
many  years,  had  been  expelled  for  riot  and  drunkennefs. 


They 


-  They  appeared  at  grates,  like  nuns  in  Roman  catholic  countries,  and  at  every 
grate,  or  range  of  bars,  there  was  a  kind  of  centry-box,  where  a  woman  fat,  and 
was  relieved  by  others,  to  overhear  what  converfation  pafled,  left  young  fellow? 
Ihould  come  there  to  inflame  the  poor  fufferer,  as  well  as  themfelves,  by  any  im¬ 
proper  difcourfe. — This  I  thought  a  moft  mafterly  piece  of  care  and  good  manage¬ 
ment.  No  books  were  permitted  but  of  prayer  and  humiliation  •,  and  though  they 
were  allowed  to  fing  at  their  work,  they  were  only  fongs  of  virtue,  unmixt  with 
love  or  gallantry. 

Having  fufflciently  examined  the  right  wing  of  this  Samaritan  hofpital,  and 
found  that  every  thing  was  extremely  well  conducted,  I  think  I  need  not  dwell  on 
further  particulars,  of  their  daily  food  and  manner  of  drefs,  than  this,  that  their 
table,  though  very  neatly  ferved,  was  always  of  thofe  meats  the  leaft  hurtful  and 
inflaming  to  their  blood  *,  their  drefs  was  an  uniform,  very  plain,  with  a  medal 
pending  by  a  (hort  ribband,  on  which  was  engraved  the  words,  fin  no  more.  On 
quitting  the  right  wing  I  looked  on  the  outflde  of  the  chapel  with  great  pleafure, 
and  laid  to  myfelf,  that  when  I  come  next  I  will  pay  a  vifit  to  you,  not  imagining 
that  I  was  dreaming,  but  really  thinking  I  could  have  gone  next  day. 

I  cross’d  the  quadrangle,  which  was  well  planted  with  fhrubs  and  plants,  wil- 
dernefs  fafhion,  and  on  knocking  at  the  door  of  the  left  wing,  was  alked 
through  a  fmall  wicket,  if  I  had  a  letter  ?  The  queftion  furprized  me,  not  having 
had  an  item  of  that  kind  j  but  was  foon  informed,  that,  in  pity  to  the  miferies  of 
the  inhabitants,  no  body  was  permitted  to  fee  them  without  a  letter  from  a  gover¬ 
nor,  by  whom  I  found  there  was  a  proper  ceremony  of  examination,  what  the  bu- 
finefs  I  had  with  them  was,  whether  I  knew  their  families,  and  the  like. — All 
this  was  certainly  right,  as  they  were,  or  had  been,  perfons  of  rank  in  life  :  — 
But,  while  I  was  pondering  on  the  neceflity  there  was  for  this  conducft,  and 
laying  a  plan  how  to  be  admitted  fome  other  day,  by  making  my  addrefs  to  a 
governor,  I  faw  a  large  groupe  of  gentlemen  entering  at  the  ftreet-gate  ;  one  of 
whom  I  inftantly  knew,  and  going  up  to  him,  and  telling  my  ftory,  he  faid,  Well, 
it  is  luckily  committee-day ,  and  you  Ihall  enter  with  me. 


On 
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On  our  entrance  be  fhewed  me  into  a  very  handfome  parlour,  adorned  with  the 
handy-work  of  the  ladies  who  were,  or  had  been,  there. — The  chairs,  the  fettees, 
rhe  fcreens,  the  paintings,  all  their  own. — He  then  afked  me  what  lady  I  chofe  to 
fee,  and  lhe  fhould  be  fent  into  that  room  with  a  matron,  according  to  the  cuftom 

of  the  houfe,  and  I  immediately  anfwered  Mifs  W - .  She  was,  indeed,  the  only 

one  I  was  defired  to  enquire  after,  and  the  only  one  I  feemed  to  know. 

In  a  few  minutes  they  both  entered,  and  on  feeing  me  I  thought  lhe  fhed  fome 
tears,  and  I  anfwered  them  with  the  fame.  I  afked  her  how  long  Hie  had  been  there  : 
— She  faid,  ever  fince  the  admittance  of  objefts  •,  and  that,  although  fhe  had 
had  various  offers  of  marriage,  and  alfo  of  being  an  attendant  on  ladies  of  fafhion,yet 
fhe  believed  fhe  fhould  fpend  her  days  there,  as  the  governors  always  gave  them 
their  choice. 

The  reader  now  is  to  be  informed,  that  this  lady  was  the  eldefl  daughter  of  a  ve¬ 
ry  confiderable  merchant,  who  married  a  young  gentleman  at  Oxford  while  he  was  a 
fellow  there  •,  —  it  difpleafed  the  family  of  courfe,  as  he  was  a  minors — and  indeed  he 
died  a  minor ,  which  confirmed  the  parents  in  the  perfecution  of  her.  At  his  death 
many  friends  interceded  to  get  her  reflored  to  favour  again  j  —  but  in  vain  — tho* 
time,  which  difcovers  what  reafon  cannot,  declared  the  reafon  ;  —  for  the  parents 
were  poor  and  proud,  and  this  was  a  handle,  as  it  often  is,  to  fave  the  expence,  at  the 
price  of  this  lady’s  happinefs  and  peace  of  mind.. 

She  was  young  and  pretty,  and  left  to  the  wide  world  —  She  now  went  firft  into 
keeping  —  was  generoufly  treated  by  her  firft  gallant,  who  forgot  to  make  that  pro- 
vifion  for  her  as  fhe  deferved,  by  his  fudden  death. — In  hopes  of  finding  a  fecond 
equally  good,  fhe  tried  a  fecond  j  was  ill  ufed  by  him,  abandoned,  left  with  a  dif- 
eafe  on  her,  and  by  forged  debts  of  his  contriving,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  her,  was 
thrown  into  a  prifom  * 

On  the  erefting  this  hofpital,  fire  took  the  benefit  of  the  aft  then  in  force,  and 

embraced 
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embraced  this  retirement. — She  faid  fhe  had  intirely  forgoten  the  world,  and  London 
in  particular,  even  though  fhe  faw  the  fleeples  of  the  churches  from  her  window 
every  morning  —  That  all  the  day  was  fpent  in  work,  prayer,  or  innocent  talk,  but 
few  books  being  allowed — That  if  providence  had  forgiven  her,  fhe  freely  forgave 
thole  who  had  injured  her  •,  and  faid,  fhe  thought  her  fufferings  were  a  blefling,  as 

without  them  fhe  could  never  have  obtained  fuch  a  fweet  retirement. - She  was 

going  on,  as  I  thought,  when  the  chapel  bell  rung,  and  fhe  faid  there  was  no  allowance, 
except  in  illnefs,  to  be  abfent  ;  but  that,  if  I  would  flay,  fhe  would  come  again. 
The  bell  continued  ringing,  as  I  thought,  and  it  waked  me  ;  and  what  was  this  bell, 
but  that  of  the  temple  church  tolling  for  a  gentleman,  who  was  to  be  buried  there 

that  evening  ! - I  allure  you  I  was  very  forry  to  find  it  was  a  dream,  but  hope  it 

may  give  an  hint  for  forae  noble-minded  chriflians  to  eredt  fomething  of  the  kind, 
though  in  an  inferior  manner.’* 


Inner -temple.  Q.  Q. 


Though  fome  part  of  the  plan,  contained  in  the  above  Letter ,  fhould  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  a  little  vijionary ,  yet  the  whole  is  certainly  not  a  dream  \  but  the  refult 
of  good  fenfe,  fupported  by  the  truefl  charity  and  policy.  By  the  help  of  God , 
and  the  Legijlature ,  if  the  lafl  fhould  be  abfolutely  necefiary,  I  make  not  the 
leafl  doubt,  we  fhall  foon  give  proof  that  great  good  may  be  done  in  fup- 
port  of  a  caufe  which  ought  to  be  held  the  moil  dear  and  facred  :  and  fo 
far  as  I  can  difcover,  after  the  molt  diligent  refearches,  this  may  be  effedted 
with  very  little,  if  any  mixture  of  evil. 

I 

It  would  be  a  dream  indeed,  to  think  of  a  total  reformation  of  manners 
in  this  inflance  :  yet  were  we  to  employ  preventive  wifdom,  and  trace  the  evil 
to  its  fource,  though  the  execution  would  be  arduous,  the  attempt  might  not 

appear 
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appear  altogether  romantic.  But  to  decline  fuch  part  of  this  great  defign  as 
is  practicable,  and  appears  fo  upon  the  neareft  view,  will  be  equally  inhuman , 
irreligious ,  and  impolitic. 


I  have  already  obferved,  that  one  and  the  fame  plan  will  nearly  anfwer  both 
purpofes,  of  preventing  and  curing  the  evil.  If  we  arreft  the  progrefs  of  thofe 
difeafes  in  the  body  natural  and  politic,  which  rob  the  ftate  of  fuch  numbers 
of  fubjeds,  and  propagate  mifery  and  defolation ,  we  fhall  fo  far  prevent  anar¬ 
chy  and  confufion.  And  whatever  is  done  will  probably  tend  to  brighten  the 
profped  of  a  future  Jlate ,  and  remove  the  dreadful  view  of  an  hereafter ,  to 
many,  who,  as  the  cafe  now  Hands,  had  far  better  have  not  been  born.  Let  the 
refult  of  thefe  fpeculations  be  what  they  may,  if  any  thing  is  done,  let  us  take 
care  to  place  the  poor  female  orphan ,  whofe  mind  and  perfon  are  yet  free  from 
impurity,  at  a  diftance  from  thofe  who  are  corrupted.  Let  the  direction,  in  both 
cafes,  be  fupported  with  the  higheft  honor  and  the  exadeft  vigilance,  that  we 
may  not  only  prefer ve  the  real  fandity  of  the  inftitution,  but  alfo  keep  fuch  per- 
fons  in  awe,  who  think  that  only  is  practicable  which  fuits  with  their  conceptions ; 
or  that  unfit  to  be  done  which  clafhes  with  their  inclinations.  And  let  us  con> 
fider,  whilfl  we  deliver  fome  from  flavery  and  poverty ,  and  free  them  from  dif- 
eafe  and  untimely  death ,  how  we  may  prevent  others  from  being  facrificed  at  the 
altars  of  pollution  and  mifery.  ’Tis  thus  we  fhall  render  the  work  mofl  truly 
acceptable  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  engage  the  attention  of  our  fellow  fubjeds. 


F 


I  am  Tours, 


J.  H. 


\ 


•  »v 

C  C- 


“  ei  --  •  .  \ 

■  ■  ■  ■ 

, 


iflocj  rjv/lm;  v-  .  '  '  F  . 

,,,  50  .!)  n  ■  '  ■  ^  ■>■■■  ;  "  .  • 

* 

n,lrfahq'o>  Ui  .  :w'L;  ■■  *  ■••f'  T** 

' 

■ 

3  f!  J  ..  "  '  -  ' 

ni  ,»«?✓>•&  aril  »  .  .b  scjiraoa  a»  oj’w  abd."  -  o-i  **>■»  ■  <X  ; 

3  lad  faxHdi;ii  r  ;b:.  >  ad*  r  **  aor.ail  iraiij/u  ' .**••>*••  -  -<!  ;  •  -d  ^.Siba 

:  i 

j  -  '  itor  ■  i  dliw  ■ ' 

. 

. 

.  .  :  dri  .  '..  .  So  n did  <■  sd)  ’  .  :  1  13 

**  ;i  '  -  •  ■  r  ■  ■  !  : 


.  .  V 


V I  -I 


«  l 


V 


